Lead poisoning: II. Biological standards for occupational lead exposure--where do we stand now?
Lead poisoning is an occupational and environmental disease of great public health concern. During the past two decades major efforts have been made in many countries to minimize exposure to lead both in the occupational and general environment. Blood lead concentrations at which adverse effects can be detected have become progressively lower. Despite legislation concerning medical surveillance of lead-exposed workers and improvement in environmental control measures that took place during the 1980s, review of recent surveillance data indicates that excessive lead absorption among workers is still a problem in Israel. An approach is suggested for the reporting of surveillance data that will provide safety managers with the information necessary for introducing effective environmental control measures.